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Coup thwarted, President Nkurunziza returns to country 

 

The coup d’état launched on 13 May in Bujumbura, capital of Burundi, while President Pierre Nkurunziza 

was at an East African Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the 

current crisis in Burundi, has been thwarted by forces loyal to the President. The President has, 

meanwhile, returned to Bujumbura. The situation in the capital and the countryside was reported to be 

generally calm, although the situation in Bujumbura was reported to be unpredictable, with a heavy 

military presence and multiple checkpoints in the city, and concerns that the military was hostile to UN 

presence, with incidents reported of UN vehicles and staff being searched at gunpoint in an aggressive 

manner. 

 

The coup itself was widely condemned, including by the UN. On Tuesday, UN Secretary-General Ban 

Ki-moon condemned attempts to oust elected governments by military force. He urgently called for calm 

and restraint, and urged all political and security leaders to clearly and openly reject the use of violence, 

refrain from acts of revenge, and rein in their militants. He stressed that anyone responsible for ordering 

or committing human rights violations would be held accountable. 

 

The UN meanwhile reminded all Burundian authorities of their obligation to ensure the protection of all 

Burundian citizens, as well as UN personnel and premises. 

 

The Secretary-General furthermore appealed for strict respect of Burundi's Constitution as well as the 

Arusha peace accord, and urged Burundians to create the conditions for the holding of inclusive, violence 

free and credible elections, as soon as possible. 

 
The Special Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General for the Great Lakes region in Africa, Said 

Djinnit, was able to return to Bujumbura today to continue consultation efforts. 

 

Private radio stations, including RPA, Bonesha, Renaissance and Rema FM, remained off air. Human 

Rights Watch reported today that the country’s main independent newspaper, Iwacu, suspended its 

operations yesterday due to warnings that if it continued publishing it would also be attacked in the same 

manner as the radio stations were yesterday. For its part, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR) cited reports of numerous attacks on both private and state media with radio 

and television stations destroyed, endangering the lives of the journalists who were still inside them at the 

time. It called for a re-opening of all media outlets and the respect of the independence of journalists, and 

highlighted the “urgent need” to also ensure the safety of human rights defenders and journalists.  

 

Bujumbura’s international airport was reported to be open and functioning, although it remained unclear 

when commercial flights would resume. Burundi’s land borders were reported to be open. Shops were 

reported to be opening, and cars circulating in the capital. Some protests were reported, as were 

celebratory events by supporters of the President. Civil society leaders said that protests against a third-

term bid by President Nkurunziza would continue. 

 

Several suspected leaders of the coup were reported to be under arrest, but this could not be independently 

verified.  

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8625
http://www.hrw.org/news/2015/05/15/dispatches-country-dark-nation-confused
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=50869#.VVYUd2cw_cs


 

 

Humanitarian developments 
 
There have been no significant new 

humanitarian developments reported inside 

Burundi since Flash Update 4 of 12 May, 

which noted that some humanitarian needs had 

begun to emerge, notably at certain border-

crossing points, where populations had become 

congested as they waited to be processed or 

access boat transport. However, in light of the 

rapidly evolving and uncertain situation, the 

Humanitarian Country Team has activated the 

Interagency Contingency Plan. 

 

The latest official figures to date remained 

unchanged, with at least 20 deaths and 200 

injured during protests in Bujumbura. 

 

It was reported that given the proximity of Bujumbura’s central water station (Regideso) to Government-

run Radio-Télévision nationale du Burundi (RTNB), some damage during heavy fighting for control of 

RTNB had occurred, and numerous neighborhoods were experiencing water shortages. However, it was 

also reported that repair work had begun and water service was gradually being restored. 

 
Meanwhile, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported today that over 105,000 people had fled Burundi 

to neighboring Tanzania (70,187), Rwanda (26,300) and to South Kivu Province (9,183) in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). In Tanzania, the number of new arrivals had risen sharply 

over the last few days, with local immigration authorities reporting that over 50,000 Burundians were 

living rough in Kagunga on the shore of Lake Tanganyika, possibly even more. There were also reports of 

at least 10,000 people waiting to cross the border into Tanzania.  

 

Refugees from Burundi also continued to arrive in Rwanda, although the rate of arrival had decreased 

over the last two weeks, with refugees reporting that authorities in Burundi had made it very difficult for 

people to leave the country. According to those who had managed to reach Rwanda in the last few days, 

there were roadblocks and checkpoints where police or militia were preventing people from moving 

towards Rwanda. 
 

Background 

 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in office for two 

terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors (including the UN) warned that an attempt to seek a third term was 

unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi that 

ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s Constitutional Court 

determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the Court’s deputy president fled to 

Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched on 13 May in Bujumbura while President 

Nkurunziza was at an East African Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the 

current crisis in Burundi. After being initially prevented from returning to Burundi, the President was reported to 

have returned by road. 

 

* * * 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 

Burundians await transport from Kagunga. Credit: IOM 
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http://www.unhcr.org/5555dfcf9.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
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